New Hampshire’s Preschool Development Grant

New Hampshire’s 2020-2023
Preschool Development Grant

In 2020, New Hampshire (NH) received a renewal Preschool Development Grant (PDG) from the Administration for
Children and Families valued at $27 million to strengthen the state’s early childhood care and education system to
better address the needs of vulnerable young children and their families. NH PDG was a collaboration between the
University of New Hampshire (UNH), NH’s Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Department of
Education (NHED), and the Council for Thriving Children. This brief presents an overview of the leadership and

organization of the grant, as well as a high-level summary of the key activity areas between 2020 and 2023.

NH PDG Leadership Team

Leadership from each agency collaborated and met on a regular basis to direct grant
allocations and identify priority initiatives.
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UNH also served as the grantee organization, managing:
e Contracts with local, state, and national partner organizations to support NH PDG initiatives
e Subgrants to community and regional organizations to increase regional and local early childhood system
capacity and cross-sector coordination

oy Conducted
=:i| comprehensive, statewide
needs assessments
focusing on NH’s early childhood
workforce capacity and training
needs and families’ (in particular,
families from vulnerable
populations) experiences with and
access to resources for supporting
their young children’s healthy
development.

Shared best practices and

supports for the early

childhood workforce by
launching multiple Play-Based
Learning coaching initiatives,
providing staff support to the
Granite Steps for Quality system,
and expanding access to Pyramid
Model coaching and supports.

NH PDG Key Activity Areas

Supported NH’s Strategic

@1 Plan for Early Childhood by

= funding staff positions and
contractors to identify measures of
success for the 2020-2022 Strategic
Plan, as well as developing action
plans for implementing the priority
initiatives of the 2023-2025 Strategic
Plan.

Implemented and
Q@ expanded direct programs

and services for young
children and families through
funding initiatives to communities
and regional partnerships. Examples
of projects funded by NH PDG
include Pyramid Model expansions,
home visiting programs, and public
awareness campaigns.

resources and services for

families with young
children through developing open-
source, universal resources and
supports for family engagement and
providing critical infrastructure

support for NH’s Family Resource
Centers.

[0\\ Expanded statewide
h

A Enhanced NH’s early
childhood governance and

data systems through
funding staff positions and
contractors to launch a new
Regional Early Childhood System,
contributing to data integration
efforts, and facilitating the Council
for Thriving Children.

This project was made possible through the Preschool Development Grant, grant number 90TP0O060. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors (Abt Global
and UNH) and do not necessarily represent the official view of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families.
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https://chhs.unh.edu/early-childhood/preschool-development-grant
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/
https://www.education.nh.gov/
https://www.education.nh.gov/
https://councilforthrivingchildren.org/
https://chhs.unh.edu/early-childhood/preschool-development-grant/grant-activities
https://mypages.unh.edu/sites/default/files/pdg/files/nh_ec_strategic_plan_2020.pdf
https://mypages.unh.edu/sites/default/files/pdg/files/nh_ec_strategic_plan_2020.pdf
https://councilforthrivingchildren.org/uploads/attachments/clfwj2uph13juktkaercppe7z-2023-council-for-thriving-children-strategic-plan.pdf
https://councilforthrivingchildren.org/uploads/attachments/clfwj2uph13juktkaercppe7z-2023-council-for-thriving-children-strategic-plan.pdf
https://picnh.org/family-engagement-resources/
https://picnh.org/family-engagement-resources/
https://www.fsnh.org/
https://www.fsnh.org/
https://chhs.unh.edu/early-childhood/play-based-learning-coaching-teaching
https://chhs.unh.edu/early-childhood/play-based-learning-coaching-teaching
https://www.nh-connections.org/providers/quality-care-matters/
https://www.pyramidmodel.org/affiliate/new-hampshire/
https://www.pyramidmodel.org/affiliate/new-hampshire/

